
Who lives in polar regions (animals)?
- Classifying -

vertebrates/invertebrates-
herbivores/carnivores
- Food chains

- lifecycles

How do people, weather and 
the environment affect living 

things?
Day/Night- Electricity-

Northern Lights?

Do they recognise that 
environments can sometimes 
pose a danger to living things?

Classifying animals and plants-
how are they suited to their 

environments?

8,

9

10,11

What could the future look 
like for polar regions?

Spring - Year 4/5 - Could you 
survive an Polar Adventure?

Habitats
- weather
- Plants-

lifecycles

1-2

How can we protect polar 
regions?

Compare and contrast with 
local environment

2-3

5,6,7

12-13

- Locating the 
polar regions-
What are they? 
Where are 
they?

Key Texts- Shackleton
Pug’s of the frozen 
North

4



English Y4/5

Texts:
Pugs of the frozen North
Trapped by the ice! 
Shackleton’s amazing arctic 
adventure

Arctic lights, Arctic Night
Sky song

Newspaper Report

Polar bear wanders into human 
settlement in search of food - reactions 
etc

Informal villagers - scared / wanting to 
kill it. 

Formal expert voice - global warming is 
melting sea ice - meaning polar bears 
can’t eat seals. 

Non Chronological report- Polar Regions- habitats/lifecycles/plants

Limiting judgment focus:

Y4

-Question
-CC/SC
-Subheadings
-Proper nouns
-Proper present perfect tense
-Apostrophes for p&o
- Pronouns
Y5

- Range of sentence openers
- Ambitious vocabulary
- Making links between paragraphs
- Different verb forms accurately
- Modal verbs

Diary (mini entries)

In character of Shen.

Page 3- As the boat froze

Page  6- As he was left by Captain Jeggings

Page-

Shorter sentences

Questions 

Informality 

Setting descriptions. - Polar regions 

Uplevelled vocab- similes/metaphors/ personification - different sentence types

Thesaurus and dictionary use

1

2

3

4

Persuasive Letter (one sided 
argument) 

Letter to fisherman to persuade to 
stop over fishing

Tourists to stop pollution

off shore oil and gas companies

(from wwf)

Newspaper Report

Polar bear wanders into human 
settlement in search of food - reactions 
etc

Informal villagers - scared / wanting to 
kill it. 

Formal expert voice - global warming is 
melting sea ice - meaning polar bears 
can’t eat seals. 

6 - 7

5

8



Subject Year 4 Year 5

Science: All living things/ Animals 
including humans

Sc4/2.1a    Can they recognise that living things can be 

grouped in a variety of ways?

Sc4/2.1b  Can they explore and use classification keys 

to help group, identify and name a variety of living 

things in their local and wider environment?

Sc4/2.1c    Can they recognise that environments can 

change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to 

living things?

Describe the simple functions of the basic parts of the 

digestive system in humans

Sc4/2.2b   Can they identify the different types of teeth 

in humans and their simple functions?

Sc4/2.2c   Can they construct and interpret a variety of 

food chains, identifying producers, predators and prey?

Sc5/2.1a   Can they describe the 

differences in the life cycles of a mammal, 

an amphibian, an insect and a bird?

Sc5/2.1b   Can they describe the life 

process of reproduction in some plants 

and animals?



Subject Year 4 Year 5

History- Local History
Pupils should be taught about an aspect of local history

For example:
a. a depth study linked to one of the British areas of study 

listed above
b. a study over time tracing how several aspects of national 

history are reflected in the locality (this can go beyond 1066)
c. a study of an aspect of history or a site dating from a period 

beyond 1066 that is significant in the locality.

Geography- Can they locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including 
the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and 
major cities?

Can the understand geographical similarities and differences through the study 
of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region 
in a European country, and a region in North or South America 

Can they describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle


